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FOODBORNE ILLNESS

FDA recalls Starbucks breakfast sandwiches amid listeria
concerns
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Breakfast sandwiches sold at 250 Starbucks stores have been recalled by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration (FDA) for
potential listeria contamination.

The 6-ounce packaged sandwiches, made by Progressive Gourmet Inc, are sausage, egg and cheddar cheese on English
muffins. They were sold marked with “Best Before: 07-Aug-2016” on top of the package.

The recalled sandwiches were possibly sold at select Starbucks stores in Arkansas, Texas and Oklahoma on March 3 and
March 4. According to the FDA, the impacted product was removed from the 250 stores that potentially received it as soon
as Starbucks was informed of the possible issue.

Routine testing found the presence of Listeria monocytogenes on a contact surface within the production facility. No
illnesses have been reported.

According to the FDA, listeria can cause serious and sometimes fatal infections in young children, the elderly, or others



with weakened immune systems. If infected, healthy individuals may experience short-term symptoms such as high fever,
severe headache, stiffness and nausea.

Consumers are urged to return the packaged sandwiches to the place of purchase for a full refund. Individuals with
questions may contact the company at 1-800-224-7630 (9:00 am-5:00 pm Monday through Friday EST).

More on this...

Dole voluntarily withdraws packaged salads amid 6-state listeria outbreak
Ice cream maker Blue Bell finds areas in plant where listeria may be present

Costco E. coli recall linked to contaminated celery, expands to more states, other major grocery stores

Cases of Listeria in the United States e f

Number of Cases (Case(s))

850
800

750

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Year

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Raw count of Listeria cases, as reported to the CDC. Listeria is a nationally notifiable disease,
meaning that any cases must be reported to the local public health department, which in turn
will report it to the CDC.
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